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Sally King
elementary students a “wonderful experience.” Now retired, she taught at
different grade levels in the Berea Schools – teaching at Parknoll Elementary
School, Roehm and Ford Junior Highs. She said that allowed her to “learn new
things, develop new programs.” In 1996, she represented the Berea School
District for the Ohio Teacher of the Year Award.
She and Jeff, who also was a teacher and president of Berea City Council,
operated the Bank of Berea antique shop in downtown Berea for five years while
Sally also maintained a full schedule of volunteer work. That was interrupted
when Jeff became ill. He passed away in 2004. But she is still a part of Berea’s
many activities.

Sally King Receives 2014 Grindstone Award
When Sally and Jeff King moved to Berea in 1966 as a young married couple, they
immediately felt welcomed.
In fact, they had been married at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in 1963 and Sally
had been baptized there as an infant. “So I always wanted to live in Berea,” Sally
said.
It’s no surprise that she became involved with the community and its people. As a
teacher, she touched many lives not only in school but in Berea’s neighborhoods
as well. No surprise either that Sally King will receive the Berea Chamber of
Commerce’s Grindstone Award on April 22nd at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Born in Olmsted Falls and a graduate of Olmsted Falls High School, Sally earned
her bachelor’s degree in education from Kent State University and a master’s at
Baldwin Wallace University.
Keeping close to the college and all it has to offer was a major reason for
choosing Berea as home.
“We loved the diversity of the population,” she said. “The college, all religions, all
walks of life. That was important to us.”
The Kings also blended right in. “This town allowed a young couple to become a
part of the community. Berea is very welcoming,” Sally said.

She is past president of the Rotary Club of Berea, former board member of
Berea Arts Fest and former member of the Bud n’ Bloom Garden Club. She is a
member of the city’s Planning & Development Council, the Coe Lake Nature Trail
Committee, member of the committee that plans the Light Up Berea Parade,
board member of Church Street Ministries, member of the Berea Historical
Society and serves on the vestry at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, among other
activities.
She also was a columnist for the News Sun. Readers looked forward to her
“Dateline Berea” column each week. Sally refused to take a week off. If she
planned a vacation, she would write several columns in advance.
Volunteering is an important part of Sally’s life. “I have always believed that we
must be a part of the community and serve other people,” she said. “I give what I
can – my time.”
“Sally and her husband, Jeff, contributed time and energy over the years to help
make Berea the wonderful community that it is,” wrote former Berea Mayor Jack
Kafer in nominating Sally for the Grindstone Award. “Sally has continued the
family legacy of civic involvement.”
Sally King, at heart, has always been a teacher, wrote Anne Cole, a colleague who
also nominated Sally for the Grindstone. In fact, after retirement, Sally mentored
student teachers at BW, offering moral support and advice as they entered a
classroom for the first time.

Sally said she entered teaching because she enjoys interacting with people,
especially with young children. She also was influenced by a chemistry teacher in
high school. “He made it so interesting and understandable,” she recalled.

The Rev. Gayle Catinella, rector of St. Thomas, says Sally “is always looking out
for those in need and inspiring others to think of the broader community….She
is one of those wise and loving people I am proud to call a friend and blessed to
know.”

But Sally said as a teacher she didn’t want to focus on any one subject. “I
couldn’t find anything I liked best. I liked everything.” She found teaching

Sally has two children, Matt of Berea and Sarah Susalla of Valley City and seven
grandchildren. She calls her miniature Schnauzer Rosie “my best buddy.”
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